
NHLA & RAHC 2025 Activities

NHLA Mission 
“To Grow and Stabilize the Hardwood Industry”



RAHC
Marketing Help

USFS Grant for $500,000: 
• Primary Focus to Market to Designers and Architects
• Built Real American Hardwood .pro 
• Exhibited or Attended:

• Mass Timber Conference
• National Wood Flooring Association Conference
• Hospitality & Design Expo
• NeoCon
• AIA Conference on Architecture & Design
• High Point Furniture Show
• HD Expo















National Hardwood Lumber Association
Hardwood Resources 

Marketing Help

 10x20 Hardwood CLT Tradeshow pavilion for domestic tradeshows to 
showcase hardwood.

 







National Hardwood Lumber Association
Hardwood Resources 

Marketing Help

  Hardwood Species Guides, Coming Soon- Stain Guides 
 
 



National Hardwood Lumber Association
Hardwood Resources 

Marketing Help

Hardwood and Design Magazine May 2025
 6,000 Print for mail and at Shows
 Digital Version on Website
 For Designers & Architects
 



Hardwood Market 
Development Initiatives



Structural Grade Hardwood Lumber (SGHL)

Exploring domestic 
hardwoods for structural 

use

Adapting softwood-style 
grading and sawing 

systems

Potential to tap into new 
markets as imported 

softwoods now exceed 
40% of U.S. supply



Red Oak Decking Certification

PROMOTING RED OAK FOR 
OUTDOOR APPLICATIONS

DEVELOPING CERTIFICATION 
FOR THERMALLY MODIFIED 

OR TREATED DECKING

BACKED BY DURABILITY 
TESTING AND TREATMENT 

EVALUATION



Thermally Modified Wood (TMW) Standards

STANDARD 
DEVELOPMENT 

MARKET GUIDANCE CERTIFICATION 
FRAMEWORK



Mechanical Testing of Hardwood Species

TESTING BENDING, 
TENSION, COMPRESSION, 
AND SHEAR PROPERTIES

AIMING TO GROUP 
SPECIES FOR STRUCTURAL 
AND ARCHITECTURAL use

BUILDING DATA FOR 
SPECIFICATION AND 

DESIGN



Mill Residue for Co-Generation

EVALUATING BARK, 
SAWDUST, AND OFFCUTS 

FOR LOCAL ENERGY 
GENERATION

SUPPORTING COST 
REDUCTION AND 

SUSTAINABILITY AT MILLS

FOCUSED ON SCALABLE, 
MILL-FRIENDLY SOLUTIONS



Rules Change Year
• The list of rules proposals that will be voted on are as follows: (Numbered as proposed to the Rules 

Committee, each numbered submission will require a vote)
• # Standard Inspection by Species & Standard Grades
•  2. Remove paragraph 56, pith limitation, under Standard Grades – FAS, page 14.
•  4. Remove paragraph 60, 1/3 SM knot or hole limitation.
• 10. Amend "Lumber should" to "SHALL" be properly manufactured of good, average width and lengths, etc. (Page 

5, paragraph 8).
• 11. Reinstate the Original Construction Grades (see last 3 pages) 

• Restore the grades as previously written before their omission in   subsequent NHLA Rule Books. Allow modifications based 
on recommendations from the New Construction Task Force later.

  Cypress Grading Rules Proposals
Selects & Better: 

• 13. Add: Pith is limited in inches, boxed or showing, to the width of the piece
• 14. Change: Pieces 4” and 5” wide must be clear allowing slight wane on one edge (par. 80) except those pieces 12’ 

and longer allow one medium knot
• 15. Change: Pieces 6”-9” wide allow one medium knot for 8’-10’ lengths and two medium knots for pieces 12’ and 

longer 
• 16. Add: All Grades: Sidebend shall not exceed to the extent that the piece cannot be machined to standard 

finished width. This applies to Selects, 1 Common and 2 Common. 



National Hardwood Lumber Association
Hardwood Resources 



Thank You.
Any Questions 

About NHLA & RAHC 2025 Activities?

NHLA Mission 
“To Grow and Stabilize the Hardwood Industry”


	Slide Number 1
	RAHC�Marketing Help
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	National Hardwood Lumber Association�Hardwood Resources �Marketing Help
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	National Hardwood Lumber Association�Hardwood Resources �Marketing Help
	National Hardwood Lumber Association�Hardwood Resources �Marketing Help
	Hardwood Market Development Initiatives�
	Structural Grade Hardwood Lumber (SGHL)
	Red Oak Decking Certification�
	Thermally Modified Wood (TMW) Standards
	Mechanical Testing of Hardwood Species
	Mill Residue for Co-Generation
	Rules Change Year
	National Hardwood Lumber Association�Hardwood Resources �
	Slide Number 22

